Volcano Activity
Materials

· 2 graduated cylinders or cups per pair/small group
· Water
· Corn syrup
· Straws (1 per student)
· Bottle of clear soda or carbonated water
· Plastic film canisters with lids (Black cylinders with gray lids are best.
· These are often available for free from photo-processing centers.)
· Water
· Small graduated cylinders
· Alka Seltzer (regular strength) tablets, cut into halves and quarters
· Lots of paper towels or rags for clean up
Procedure
Part One: Lava Viscosity
1. Predict what type of explosion would happen with thick lava; thin lava. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Pour water into one graduated cylinder or cup. Pour corn syrup into the other. 

Which represents thick, sticky lava? ____________________
Which represents thin, runny lava? ______________________
3. Take turns placing straws into the cylinders and blowing to create bubbles. Which liquid was it more difficult to blow bubbles? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Based on what you saw which type of lava would produce a explosion? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Part Two: Dissolved Gases
1. Predict the types of eruptions in a volcano with high or low levels of dissolved gases.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Put about 20 ml (1 tablespoon) of water into a film canister.
3. Add a quarter tablet of an Alka Seltzer and quickly put on cap.
4. Observe and record what happens for about two minutes. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Repeat using half of an Alka Seltzer tablet. Record what you see.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Conclusion:

Which type of lava do you think would produce a violent explosion? Explain. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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