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Speed and Velocity


Students should now know the basics of speed, velocity, and acceleration. This worksheet goes more into depth about speed, and gives students a greater understanding on how speed is calculated.
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"WOW!", Sally thought, "Race cars sure are fast!" There must be something faster though, right? Yes! That is correct. The fastest speed in the universe is light. Light can travel as fast as 299,792,458 meters per second! The standard measurement for speed and velocity us meters per second, but don't get that mixed up with average speed! The unit we measure average speed with is miles per hour.





Sally Spartan went to a track with a whole bunch of cool race cars. While she was there, she kept wondering how fast a race car can go. She then saw a sign that said race cars go around 200 miles per hour. 





Sally was amazed that something like light can travel so fast, so when she went back to school, she asked her teacher about speed. Her teacher, Mr. Munoz told her, "The formula of speed is distance divided by time, and the first scientist to measure speed as distance divided by time is Galileo." Mr. Munoz also gave Sally information about different types of speed. For example, instantaneous speed is the speed of an object at the given moment. After learning about speed, Sally wanted to be just like Galileo.
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