Dinosaurs and Environmental Change

About 65 million years ago, a giant piece of rock, called an asteroid, hit the Earth crust and caused a large number of dinosaurs to go extinct. (This was in the end of the Cretaceous period) More than half of the animal life on Earth went extinct. (About 70 %) This is what scientists call as mass extinction. There are many theories of how the dinosaurs went extinct. However, scientists have brought it down to three main theories of extinction. [image: ]
[image: ]
Asteroid Impact Theory:
	
	The most common theory of the dinosaurs extinction is the big asteroid that hit the Earth many years ago. This large asteroid struck the Earth and cause large particles of dust to cover the atmosphere. The dust eventually covered the sun and plants were unable to produce food. These plants slowly began to die and this caused a chain reaction: herbivores, the plant eating dinosaurs, had no source of food. After the herbivores began to die off, the carnivores, the meat eating dinosaurs, began to die off as well from the lack of food and nutrition. 

The Ice Age Theory: 
[image: ]
Some scientists believe that the dinosaurs went extinct due to the Ice Age. The Ice Age is a time where the Earth cools so much that it becomes too icy and cold to support animal life. Many plants that the dinosaurs ate were covered in ice. Even though the dinosaurs were thought to be cold-blooded, there were still unable to live in such cold environments. Unfortunately, there is no REAL evidence of an ice age as of this time. Remember, it is only a theory!

The Volcano Theory:
	
	Some scientists also believed that the dinosaurs went extinct due to a volcanic eruption. Many volcanoes were very active 63-67 million years ago. This explosion, again like the other theories, would have caused dramatic changes in the environment for the dinos. These changes were very hard for animals like the dinosaurs to adapt to. [image: ]



Other Theories:

	The extinction of the dinosaurs are not only limited to these three theories. There are many other theories that scientists have thought about as well:
			~Disease
			~Competition with other Dinosaurs
			~A slow and gradual extinction
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