Escaping Water
Student Copy
Purpose
Water can certainly move in mysterious ways, get the water from one cup to make its way up hill and back down into a second empty cup with the help of paper towels and an interesting scientific process
	Materials 
· A glass of water

· An empty glass

· Some paper towels

Procedures
1. Twist a couple of pieces of paper towel together until it forms something that looks a little like a piece of rope, this will be the 'wick' that will absorb and transfer the water (a bit like the wick on a candle transferring the wax to the flame).

2. Place one end of the paper towels into the glass filled with water and the other into the empty glass.

3. Watch what happens (this experiment takes a little bit of patience).

Observations
Time Elapsed
5 min
10 min
30 min
1 hr
2hr
Observations
Analysis
Vocabulary: Capillary action: 

Materials 
· A glass of water

· An empty glass

· Some paper towels

Background 
Capillary action is what happens when a liquid moves up very narrow tubes. It is what happens when plants bring water up through its roots to its stem and leaves. It is caused by surface tension and adhesion.
Procedure
0. Twist a couple of pieces of paper towel together until it forms something that looks a little like a piece of rope, this will be the 'wick' that will absorb and transfer the water (a bit like the wick on a candle transferring the wax to the flame).

1. Place one end of the paper towels into the glass filled with water and the other into the empty glass.

2. Watch what happens (this experiment takes a little bit of patience).

Conclusion
What is capillary action’s role in the water cycle?




