Answer Key: Invisible Energy in Light
Things to tell students before the lab starts: 
1.UV light that causes sunburns - it changes into heat when it touches someone. We can’t see ultraviolet light, but we can tell it’s there with solar beads.  Solar beads are white when there is no ultraviolet radiation.
Procedure: 
1. Have the students string the beads into bracelets in a room with no sunlight.
2. Have the students hold the bracelets close to an indoor light source and observe the beads.
3. Take the students outside into the sun and have them observe the beads.
4. Move into a shaded area and observe the color and intensity of the beads.
5. Spray inside of the Ziploc bag with sunscreen and put the beads in. Put it into the sun.
Answers:
Indoors with no sunlight: Still white beads ( no UV light)
Indoor with indoor lighting: Still relatively white (little UV light)
Outdoor in sun: Very colorful ( Heavy UV light)
Outdoor in shade: Colorful (Lots of UV light)
Bag and sunscreen: Less colorful ( beads protected from UV light)
***Strongest UV light is outdoor in the sun with no sunscreen protection
* A package of 250 UV detecting beads from Educational Innovations is $6.95 
